
COPY DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF VILLAGE
VOICE IS MIDDAY ON THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
A party will be held on Saturday 21 December from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
in Orford Town Hall. This is for children of primary school age and
younger who live in Orford and Gedgrave. If you have a child that fits
that age range and would like to attend, please contact Anne Macro
on 01394 450741.

LOST
Has anybody seen Father Christmas? I am sure you are out there,
you are greatly needed at Orford Town Hall on Saturday 21
December. If you read this please could you contact me.

ORFORD SPORTS & RECREATION CLUB
The club is enjoying a busy period of late, with members taking advantage
of the facilities. Slight change in programming: Saturday 14 December,
live music with ‘Getting away with it’ from 8pm, all welcome, free entry.
  New Year’s Eve: live music with Dave and John, again free entry, and
all welcome.
  Christmas draw tickets will be on sale in the coming weeks, and why not
pay the club a visit on Friday evenings. Keep a watch on the Facebook
page and board for bingo and darts nights.

450358

ORFORD BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS
The Orford Annual Bonfire and Fireworks will take place on Saturday
2 November 2024 (weather permitting) on the field behind the
Recreation Ground, access via the Castle lane or over the Rec field.
Bonfire to be lit at 6pm with the fireworks taking place at
approximately 7pm. There will be a BBQ selling burgers, hot dogs,
hot and cold drinks – cash only please.
  This year we are having a competition for the best Guy, there will be
a small prize for children and one for adults. Please bring your Guys to the
BBQ area on the field before 6pm on 2 November.
  The Committee would like to thank Michael Cordle for the use of his field again
this year. Finally, this is a not-for-profit event and cash donations collected on
the night will secure and fund the event for 2025 - please give generously.

ORFORD, GEDGRAVE & SUDBOURNE HALL GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME (GNS) IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Orford is a beautiful village which people enjoy living in. However, public
transport is almost non-existent so those without a car, or unable to drive
for personal reasons, rely upon friends or the Good Neighbour Scheme to

drive them to appointments outside the village. These typically involve visits
to Alderton and Aldeburgh surgeries or Ipswich Hospital. The GNS has several
drivers but would like to recruit some more. We operate under the Community
Action Suffolk policies and procedures; all our volunteers are DBS checked
and trained in safeguarding. If you are interested in joining, please ring our
helpline and leave us a message on 01394 450235.

UPCOMING TMEF EVENTS
Don't forget 
  The next in our series of ‘Talks for Thomas’ is the return of Andy Halliday, on
Friday 22 November in the Town Hall in Orford, with another revealing
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    November dates for your diary
 • Each Monday: badminton - Orford Town Hall, 10am-12noon
 • Each Monday: art class - Bart’s Hall, 10am-1pm, all welcome
   (tel 07714 644584 for more details)
 • Each Monday: Coffee and chat - Rec Hut, 10.30am-12.30pm
 • Each Monday and Wednesday: Methodist Chapel tea room, lunch,
   afternoon tea, 11am-2.30pm
 • Each Tuesday: pickleball - Orford Town Hall, 7-9pm
 • Each Wednesday: chair pilates - Orford Sports and Recreation Club,
   11.30am-12.30pm (tel Suzanne Kearney for more details, 07944 991138)
 • Each Wednesday: badminton - Orford Town Hall, 7-9pm
 • Each Friday: pickleball - Orford Town Hall, 10am-12noon
 • Each Friday: Bart’s Hall - Friday Soup - 12.30-2pm
 • Each Saturday: Orford Country Market - Orford Town Hall,
    9.30am-1pm

 • Saturday 2 November: Orford Bonfire and Fireworks - field behind
   Orford Recreation Ground, bonfire lit at 6pm, fireworks at 7pm
 • Saturday 2 and Sunday 3 November: Slow Living Market - Orford Town
   Hall, Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm
 • Saturday 16 November: Gardening Club, afternoon event and tea -
   Orford Town Hall, 3pm
 • Saturday 16 November: Aldeburgh Music Club concert - Snape Maltings
   Concert Hall, 7pm
 • Friday 22 November: Talks for Thomas - Orford Town Hall, 6.30pm for
   7pm
 • Saturday 23 November: Hexachordia concert - St Bartholomew’s
   Church, 5pm
 • Monday 25 November: Orford Museum Talk - Butley Priory, 6pm
 • Saturday 30 November and Sunday 1 December: Orford Makers Market
   - Orford Town Hall, 10am to 4pm



‘insider’ talk about life at the sharp end in the Met. Andy was a firearms
officer in the Armed Response unit with the Metropolitan Police and he
also coached the GB hockey team for the London Olympics.
  The evening starts at 6.30 pm with a complimentary glass of wine with
the talk commencing at 7pm. Tickets cost £10.
And then next up...

  This fabulous Brass band will begin the run up to the Christmas festivities
with their entertaining and musical Christmas Concert being held in St
Bartholomew's Church, Orford on Sunday 1 December at 3pm. This will
be a genuine family friendly and uplifting afternoon. Tickets cost £10 per
adult and £2.50 per child and includes a cup of tea and a slice of delicious
cake. To book your tickets for either of these events please ring Wendy
on 01394 450090 or email contact@tmef.org.uk

ORFORD BADMINTON CLUB
The dark evenings are almost upon us. If you are looking for some
light exercise and pleasant company to save you becoming a winter
couch potato, then badminton could be the answer for you. You don’t
have to be experienced players just come along to the Town Hall on
Wednesday evenings (7–9pm) and enjoy a few games. All you need
is a pair of trainers and modicum of enthusiasm, we will supply the
rest. We also play on Monday mornings (10am–12noon).  Any further
information please ring Jill Robinson on 01394 450976.

PUDDINGS AND PIES – A NOVEMBER MUSICAL EVENING
The Friends of St Bartholomew’s Church charity invite you to a musical
evening on Saturday 23 November 2024 in the Church. Enjoy a glass
of mulled wine and canapés with rousing music and song performed by
the Hexachordia trio. The ‘Puddings and Pies’ performance will celebrate
the nation’s obsession with food and drink over the centuries, from
medieval church ales brewed for fundraising to the lavish feasts of the
Tudor royal court. Hexachordia sing rounds, catches and bawdy songs
and make music with early instruments including viols, lute, gittern,
bagpipes and crumhorn.
  Doors open at 4.30pm. The performance and refreshments are from
5pm to 7pm. Tickets at £15 a head for Friends and £18 for non-friends
include a glass of mulled wine or apple juice and selection of canapés.
There will be a cash bar with wine, beer and soft drinks.
  To book tickets and find out how to pay, please contact Richard at
murleyfamily@btopenworld.com
  Profits will go to the Friends charity, registered charity number 1194884.
More information about Hexachordia: www.hexachordia.com

HOUSING IN ORFORD
New Orford Town Trust’s primary duty is to look after its properties and
other assets. After major work was needed to the Town Hall and Quay
some years ago NOTT was left with very limited funds. Since then the
Trustee has worked hard to put money aside for future maintenance, and
in around 2016 under the guidance of the Chairman Ian Thornton and
the then Vice Chairman Matthew Smy, was able to set aside further funds
for housing to purchase first one property, and then a second, with the
help of a very generous donation from a charitable foundation. This has
enabled two local families to have homes in the village, close to their
families.
  Although the purchase of these properties has been a huge achievement,
we are aware that more needs to be done, and it’s not something the
Parish Council or NOTT can do on their own. We all need to recognise
the problem and work together to ensure that Orford continues to be a
busy and thriving village, with people living here all year round.

ORFORD FESTIVE MAKERS MARKET RETURNS
We’re delighted to announce that the popular Orford Festive Makers
Market is back again this year with even more to offer. The Town Hall
will host local artists, makers and artisans 10am-4pm on Saturday
30 November and Sunday 1 December, with different traders both days.
Welcoming some well-known traders and some new, it's a perfect
opportunity to shop local, shop independent and shop early! With
ceramics, candles, jewellery, stationery, textiles, interiors, art, sculpture,
woodwork, soaps and skincare we really do have a fabulous (and
different!) selection each day. We look forward to seeing you there.

ALDEBURGH MUSIC CLUB PRESENTS JS BACH’S B MINOR MASS
Snape Maltings Concert Hall, Saturday 16 November 2024 at 7pm.

Aldeburgh Music Club – founded by Benjamin Britten in 1952 – returns
to Britten’s Snape Maltings Concert Hall on 16 November with one of the
greatest choral works of all time – the B Minor Mass by JS Bach.
  Completed in 1749 but never heard in his lifetime, Bach created a
magnificent masterpiece that never fails to move and enchant its audi-
ence. Aldeburgh Music Club Choir will be accompanied by the Suffolk
Baroque Players, led by Kathryn Parry, and be joined by a brilliant quartet
of locally-based professional soloists – Christina Johnston (soprano),
Diana Moore (mezzo-soprano), Rory Carver (tenor) and Rod Gildon
(bass). The performance will be conducted by the Club’s Director of
Music, Tom Appleton.
  The performance starts at 7pm, and tickets, priced at £35, £25, £20 and
£15, are available from the Snape Maltings Box Office or online at
brittenpearsarts.org. People under the age of 30 can get in at half price.
  For further information regarding the Club or this concert, please
contact David Edwards

‘A GERMAN CHRISTMAS’ – CLARINET AND PIANO RECITAL
The programme opens with Weber’s Concertino, followed by Burgmül-
ler’s Duo for Piano and Clarinet and Brahms’ powerful Sonata in F minor.
After the interval, Schumann’s lyrical  leads into Brahms'
Sonata in E flat. This festive evening showcases the rich, expressive
dialogue between clarinet and piano, offering a beautiful musical journey
through the heart of German Romanticism, as well as mince pies and
mulled wine to enjoy. Don't miss this seasonal celebration of classical
mastery.
  Sunday 8 December at 2pm in St Bartholomew’s Church, Orford with
James Meldrum, clarinet, and Maciej Kassak, piano. Tickets are £15 and
are available from Brittenpearsarts.org, or on the door.

NOVEMBER AT ST BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH
All are welcome to join us at St Bartholomew’s, Orford for the following
services in November:
Sunday 3 November  9.30am, Holy Communion at Orford – Rev
     Dr Stephen

11.30am, Baptism at Orford – Rev Robin
Sunday 10 November  10.45am, Remembrance Service (at War

Memorial) followed by Holy Communion  at
 Orford – Rev Robin

Sunday 17 November 11am, BCP Holy Communion at Orford –
Rev Dr Stephen

Sunday 1 December  9.30am, Holy Communion at Orford –
Rev Dr Stephen

  For further information during interregnum, please contact
Churchwardens Guy Marshall (450090) or Jacki Maslin (450799).

NOVEMBER AT ORFORD METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday 3 November  10.30am Angus Smythe
Sunday 10 November Remembrance Sunday

10.30am Traditional Remembrance Service
including Silence from the Cenotaph

Sunday 17 November 10.30am An Agape Service
Sunday 24 November 10.30am Stephen Caley
Sunday 1 December Advent Sunday

10.30 am Advent Carols and Readings
  You will be very welcome to join with us at any of our services and
meetings.  Children stay in the service and often take a leading part.
Refreshments are served afterwards.
  CHAPEL TEA ROOM – we open every Monday and Wednesday from
11am, closing earlier at 2.30pm (winter timing), serving coffee, tea and
cakes always with a great lunch menu. Come along and enjoy the food,
company and warmth. It’s fifteen years since we commenced the
successful Chapel Tea Room (but many more years since Wednesday
Lunch came to fame). On Saturday 2 November we Celebrate these fifteen
years with an afternoon tea party.
  Celia and Jan recently entertained the tea room with piano, clarinet and
vocals – easy listening jazz –  and it was great! Thank you, Celia for
organising, and for all those Monday classical piano movements
throughout the last few months. On Monday 11 November, Remembrance
Day music with Terry Mackley playing some old-time favourite songs from
12 noon, and on Wednesday 13, Louise will play a selection of wartime
songs. You will be welcome to come and sing along. Tea room open as
usual.
  We are looking for a volunteer to assist in the tea room on a Monday –
are you that person?
  Thank you for the many harvest thanksgiving gifts of non-perishable
foods. The decorated church, complete with sheaves of corn, looked



wonderful. (Thank you Jeremy for that part of your harvest yield). A very
traditional harvest service was followed by lunch. The many items of food
given, found their way to the Orford Community Larder which helped
‘stock the shelves’.

ORFORD AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
We are so pleased that so many new (or not yet!) gardeners have joined
the Club recently – this is how we keep an interesting, exciting and useful
programme going and hope to inspire all of us to attempt fresh ideas in
our plots, gardens and homes…

  Nick Bailey, award-winning TV presenter, author, garden designer and
speaker, Saturday 16 November, 3pm, including afternoon tea.
  You must have seen Nick recently on  where he is
planning and experimenting with plants in his own new garden! We picked
up some great ideas.
  He was Head Gardener at London’s Chelsea Physic Garden for seven
years and his first book was about that time. His next was 

 which is exceptional in providing suggestions on
what to plant and when, and then how to plan and plant for the next
season – something with which I think we all struggle. His latest, 

 is the topic of our talk!
  He will be bringing some of his books for us to buy...
To book tickets for Nick Bailey email Polly on
creativefutures98@btinternet.com. £12 members £15 guests.

  Thursday evening, 5 December, 7pm. This event starts with festive
drinks on arrival and has been the highlight of the social year for some
time. There is a very short AGM followed by lovely homemade food.
  All welcome: £10 for members and £15 for guests

  A fun evening was had by everyone and lots of members and guests
won prizes! There were team and individual quizzes so as to suit
everyone’s knowledge which enhanced the event. We were joined by
some members of Aldeburgh Gardening Club too!

  Roger Harvey – Hellebore and Snowdrops
  Tim Walker – Why Gardening Can Count as Fine Art
  Visit to ‘Ramblers’ – Rhododendrons and Azaleas
  Visit to Benton End – Cedric Morris’s Home

THE CRAFTY CUPPA
Our first six months of trading has flown by and what a wonderful
response we have had from our local community and visitors to Orford.
Summer was very busy with many of you popping in for coffee, cakes
(by @katethackerbakes), ice cream or one of our much sought after
sausage rolls made by The King’s Head.
  The very talented Lesley Taylor (@lesleytaylorcontemporaryart) currently
has an exhibition of prints for sale. We have a small selection of crafts,
cards, gift wrap, wicker baskets, resin driftwood craft, knitted animals,
ceramics, wooden games and more. We are also very lucky to be the
local supplier for @sandlingssaffron which is locally grown, so do pop in
for a coffee and a browse – we have more Christmas items coming soon
including homemade chutney from The King’s Head.
  The crafty Cuppa is still evolving with plans for the hayloft to be ready
to use next year. We are also planning a few crafty events so watch this
space.
  From 1 November we will be taking orders for 4” Christmas cakes from
@katethackerbakes, ideal gifts for friends and family. Limited availability.
  Thank you for your continued support we look forward to seeing you
during the winter months. Please see our Instagram page
@thecraftycuppaorford for opening times and event updates.

ORFORD MUSEUM EVENTS AT BUTLEY PRIORY

On 25 November 2024, Peter Gutteridge will tell the story of Nelson’s
early life from his birth in 1758 in the small Norfolk village of Burnham
Thorpe through to the battle of Cape St. Vincent on 14 February, 1797
which established him as one of the nation’s great heroes. The talk will
identify the myths from reality and seek to explain his ‘Dreams of Glory’.
  Peter is a retired senior partner of a large law firm and now a regular
speaker on naval and maritime history subjects and, in particular, Horatio
Nelson. He is a long-standing member of the Nelson Society and has

Masters’ degrees in Maritime History from Greenwich University and
History from Cambridge University. His interest in Nelson was originally
fostered by his grandfather, Professor HC Gutteridge, who was a
distinguished academic and author of ‘Nelson and the Neapolitan Jacobins’.

  On 27 January, 2025, Jamie Lowther Pinkerton, Suffolk born and bred
with a deep interest in its past, will come to Butley Priory to talk about
the battle of Agincourt.

  Edward, Duke of York to the Earl of Suffolk, as they lay dying on the field
of Agincourt. (The Life of King Henry V, Act IV, Scene 7
  On the evening of 24 October, 1415, a bedraggled, disease-ridden,
exhausted little army huddled around its campfires for what many in its
ranks feared would be their last night on earth. Their way to Calais and
safety was blocked by a superbly equipped French army, fresh and vastly
superior in numbers. The next afternoon, with improbable victory won,
King Henry V of England enquired of the French herald, Montjoie, the
name of the fortified manor house they could see on the edge of the
battlefield: ‘Azincourt,’ came the reply. Agincourt.
  Immortalised by Shakespeare – if it needed immortalising – the
extraordinary victory at Agincourt, total, and against all odds, marked the
high point of English arms in The Hundred Years War. Its name rolls off
the tongue alongside Crecy and Poitiers, the great triumphs of Edward
III two generations earlier. But Agincourt is different. Agincourt forms
part of the very fabric of how English people have viewed themselves
and, for some, still do today. It sits alongside Trafalgar and the Battle of
Britain in defining us, both in our eyes and through the eyes of others.
Jamie will describe the campaign and the battle and will attempt to view
it from something of a soldier’s perspective, however remote, and –
thankfully! – different his military experience was from those who fought
at Agincourt.
  Jamie Lowther-Pinkerton grew up at Alderton and now lives across
the fields from Sutton Hoo. For twenty years he was an officer in the
British Army and subsequently Principal Private Secretary to the then
Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry. He is an
ambassador for the HALO Trust, the world’s largest humanitarian
mine-clearance charity, and Waterloo Uncovered, a charity engaged
in the excavation of the battlefield of Waterloo by world-class
archeologists working alongside military veterans recovering from
wounds and injuries.
  All the above talks start at 6pm and last about an hour and a half. Tickets
cost £15 for Friends of Orford Museum, £20 for guests and include a
complimentary glass of wine.
  To book tickets for these talks, please go to our website at
www.orfordmuseum.org.uk/events or email the Treasurer at
info@orfordmuseum.org.uk.

  From 27 February, 2025 to 1 March, 2025, we are planning to repeat
our very successful History Festival with talks throughout the three days.
Details of these are still being finalised but currently we have on Friday
28 February 2025 at  6pm, Adam Rutherford who will speak on ‘

  On Saturday 1 March at 4pm, Paul Lay will give a talk entitled ‘

  Following this at 6pm, Sir Alex Younger KCMG will talk about: ‘

  Other speakers whose day and time are yet to be confirmed, include
John Ogden who will speak on ‘ and Ralph
Houlbrook who will tell the story of ‘

  Other possible speakers who include Charles Spicer on Coffee with Hitler,
Henry Chancellor on Colditz, and our very popular speaker Tobias Capwell
on a topic yet to be decided.
  Visit the Orford Museum website at www.orfordmuseum.org.uk for
further details which will be constantly updated.

  Coming next summer to Butley Priory, a musical performance of 
 by the travelling theatre group, Three Inch

Fools (www.threeinchfools.com).

NOVEMBER UPDATE FROM THE PENINSULA PRACTICE
Staff training is important for our practice. On the following days, surgery
sites are closed from 13:00 until the following day. The specified site is
open for booking future appointments and accessing repeat prescriptions.
Wednesday 13 November – Aldeburgh • Wednesday 12 February – Alderton
All calls will be redirected to 111.

mailto:creativefutures98@btinternet.com.
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  A new app has been created and released by the Suffolk and North East
Essex Integrated Care System and Healthwatch Suffolk to support women
with their wellbeing. You can find out more and download the app at
https://api.hciconnect.plus/SNEE-WHH/
  Dr Crockett said ‘This app is a mine of useful and trusted information,
from teenagers experiencing their first periods to husbands and partners
wanting to support their loved ones through menopause. We want women
to live their lives to the full, and this app can help them to do that.’

   Conducted annually by an independent third party, thousands of patients
across England are randomly surveyed about their experience with their
GP surgery. 101 Peninsula Practice patients completed the survey with
the following data a snapshot of the feedback (national average
comparison in brackets):
● 93% find the reception and administrative team at this GP practice

helpful (83%)
● 78% describe their experience of contacting their GP practice as

good (67%)
● 94% felt their needs were met during their last general practice

appointment (90%)
  We value your feedback and always want to improve, please contact us
if you wish to discuss your experience with our surgery.

www.thepeninsulapractice.co.uk or 01394 411641
 https://www.facebook.com/ThePeninsulaPracticeGPSurgery/

PENSION CREDIT
“I made a claim for Pension Credit and got money off my new glasses”

You might be eligible for Pension Credit if you’ve reached State Pension
age. Pension Credit doesn’t just top up your income, it comes with extra
advantages:

● free NHS dental treatment, help towards the cost of glasses
and transport to hospital

● help with housing costs (rent or mortgage interest)
● a free TV Licence if you are 75 or over
● Winter Fuel Payment of up to £300
● Warm Home Discount of £150
● A Cold Weather Payment of £25 per day in periods of very cold

weather
● Extra money if you care for someone (up to £45.60 per week),

or if you have a disability (up to £81.50 per week)
  You can apply if you own your own home and may be eligible even if
you have some savings. You have nothing to lose by applying. If you’ve
previously been turned down, you can still make a new claim each year.
For more information, or to apply, call 0800 99 1234 or visit
www.gov.uk/pension-credit
  For more help with the cost of living:
  The Age UK Advice Line is open 365 days a year, 8am-7pm, on 0800
678 1602.
  Citizens Advice East Suffolk can help with Pension Credit, benefits,
budgeting, debt and more. Call 0808 278 7866 (Mon-Fri, 10am-2pm),
visit www.caes.org.uk or visit your local office or outreach venue.
  East Suffolk Council’s Community Help Hub offers help with money,
including Pension Credit and other benefits. We can do telephone or face
to face appointments, including home visits. Call 0333 016 2000 and ask
for ‘help with money’ or fill in our referral form:
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/cost-of-living


