ORFORD SAILING CLUB
General report
I must start by saying a huge thank you to all on the committee for their efforts and support during a
difficult season. Last year threw up an immense number of challenges to everyday life and not least
to our current focus Orford Sailing Club. We set a full schedule of events in closed season only to
spend open season cancelling the vast majority of them. We did however enjoy a summer of good
weather and a slight easing in restrictions saw sailing activities in an informal format, a socially
distanced and busy dinghy park, and we even managed to get in two informal regattas. Both club
members and many locals also took advantage of the good weather because I don’t think I’ve ever
seen as many swimmers in the river. Some informal dinghy racing also continued during the season
and many thanks go to Troy for keeping a small informal fleet enthusiastic right through to
November. As it became clear towards the end of last season normality was some way off, I
challenged the Committee to focus on the upcoming season with renewed focus on infrastructure
both material and digital. To that end we now have a completely revamped website which is bound
to have teething problems but I hope is a huge improvement on our last offering and more
importantly much more user-friendly and relevant. The live web cam picture I personally find quite
addictive!
On a material front we decided to revamp the pontoons, closer inspection revealed much more than
a revamp was required to the point that we have had to replace four full pontoons and we are in the
process of revamping the others.
With not much more to look back on I will try to look forward. The dinghy park and slipway are
currently open as is the toilet under the clubhouse at the weekends and it will be professionally
cleaned after every weekend. Hand sanitizers are being provided at most touch points.
No doubt there are many thoughts and questions about more freedom at the club in terms of
facilities and indeed organised activities. I ask you to bear in mind that we are a family club
completely reliant on volunteers from the membership to realise our ambitions and to deliver a full
range of activities for all. Currently our thinking will be to take a steady cautious approach and try to
deliver as much as we are able, as safely as possible, within the capabilities of our volunteers of
which we are always extremely grateful. We will look to guidance both from Government and the
RYA and make decisions based on our ability to deliver bearing in mind what has already been said.
You may have taken from my report ‘informal’ is the buzz word but we will formalise all activities
when we feel able.
That completes my report and I hope this season becomes more normal as we progress through the
year. Thank you for having me as Commodore, it is something that I am immensely proud of and I
hope to see as many of you as we are allowed as soon as possible.
David Robinson

